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Careers Education Assembly Pack 

The Department for Education (DfE) produced is careers strategy in 2017 which stated that the focus on careers in 
schools is to be welcomed and this builds on research by several leading academies. The focus should not be on 
‘careers advice’ but on careers relating learning.   

 

The focus in primary schools is broadening horizons and raising aspirations.  Teachers should be encouraging the 
attributes, skills and behaviours at this early stage to support the children as they begin to transition to secondary 
education and to future life.  Primary schools are already carrying out a variety of activities with the aim of increasing 
children’s understanding of the world of work.  
  
All schools, especially Secondary schools, have Gatsby targets to meet and these presentations are designed to help 
them meet these targets, especially targets 2, 4, 5 and 8.   

https://resources.careersandenterprise.co.uk/browse-category/gatsby-benchmarks. 

 Teachers should link learning to the real world and in doing so increasing motivation to work hard bringing more 
relevance to their learning. They should attempt to challenge gender stereotyping about jobs and school subjects and 
broaden aspirations.  

Robert Halfon, MP and Chair of Education Select Committee, states ‘the impact of early engagement can have a hugely 
positive impact on wider academic attainment, motivating and inspiring both children and their families, by helping 
them to see a future to which they can aspire and which feels achievable.’ 

The 2017 NAHT report states that children need a chance to meet people from the world of work and learning about 
their life journeys can help them understand the relevance of the subjects that they are studying and in doing so 
improve motivation and attainment. This is even more so important in schools in deprived areas as they may not have 
access to successful role models from the world of work and their aspirations are limited as a result. 

The DfE aims from primary through to secondary are: 

-Young people to understand the full range of opportunities available to them, to learn from employers about work 
and the skills that are valued in the workplace and to have first-hand experiences of different workplaces. 
-All young people in secondary and college to get an excellent programme of advice and guidance that is delivered by 
individuals with the right skills and experience. 
-Everyone to get support tailored to their circumstances.  All adults should be able to access free face to face advice, 
with more bespoke support for those who most need it. 
-Everyone to get information they need to understand the job and career opportunities available and how their 
knowledge and skills can help them in considering suitable careers.  
-Pupils to understand options and different paths to work, plan steps needed to take, to get where they are to where 
they want to get. 
-Be inspired about new opportunities that they may not have known about (or that might not exist yet) or thought 
that they could not achieve.  
-Understand their own knowledge and skills and how they can be used in the workplace. 
-Increase the amount they can earn across their working lives. 
-Improve wellbeing through doing a job they are good at and enjoy.  
 
The aim of this assembly/presentation pack is to embed career related learning through whole school assemblies 
linked to National events.  Only a selection of National events is featured in the pack.  
 
There are also secondary versions of the assemblies and particular career focus in this series of presentations available. 
 
https://prezi.com/view/bDNCBHIVjwmKlyMZ4Zw8/ Click this link for more information.  
 

 



 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
14-19th September  
 

15th September= Jeans for 
Genes Day 

Genetic Scientist.  

Prezzi presentation (Add link).  Children wearing Jeans mufti also works well with this presentation.  
Share presentation.  Themes include: what does genes mean? Life with a gene disorder, video telling the 
story of two children with brittle bone disease.  Why we raise money for the charity. 
How else can we help- not staring, making friends etc?  Genetic careers video about the job and skills to do 
the job.  Presentation ends with a ‘thank you’ for donating mufti money for wearing jeans.  
Resources you 
may need: 
 

Prezzi Presentation: https://prezi.com/view/YUdDFIZ2JUkTuehZVNXw/ 
Secondary: https://prezi.com/view/90IWMA5ZKRPNCaSa65l1/ 
 

 

Date National Event Career 
18th-20th Great Beach Clean Marine Educator NMA 

Marine Scientist  
Share with children the prezzi presentation (add link). 
Our ocean- children to watch a 1 minute clip of the ocean.  Ask children what do you think of when you go 
to the beach or think about the ocean?  Children to watch the clip and reflect.  Once the clip has finished 
ask- what activities do you do at the beach, in the ocean? Take some responses. 
Ocean Facts- read facts and why our ocean is in crisis then ocean pollution.  
Marine Scientists- What have they discovered?  What is a marine scientist?  Clip from marine scientist. 
Ask children, what skills do you think you will need to be a marine scientist? Share some skills.  
The great beach clean- why is this a National event? Share facts. 
How can we help- share slide.  
Summary.   You can play the longer clip at the end of the presentation for children to leave the assembly. 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

Prezzi presentation: https://prezi.com/view/lDejxRFpbNrqanEl5MUK/ 
Secondary: https://prezi.com/view/dHkhkKiNBDnqxYLFm9Zd/ 
Additional- You could read Duffy (a book about a turtle who gets wrapped up in plastic) 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
Any date No Link To introduce the assembly pack 

with primary children.  
Read children ‘When I grow up’ or you can click on the audio version here 
 When I Grow Up By Al Yankovic | Children's Book Read Aloud @@Lights Down Reading - Bing video 
This explores a range of careers in a children’s book.  Explore with children the range if jobs they know.  
Ask children- what do they want to be when they are older?  Take some suggestions? What made you 
make this decision?  What skills do you need to do that job?  What do you need to be good at to do that 
job? Show children a range of props, ask children to come to the front to wear the items e.g stethoscope 
hardhat, hi viz jacket, test tubes, mask and gloves etc.  Can children think of jobs where these items may 
be worn.  There are lots! 
Explain to children that these assemblies are designed to show them different careers linked to National 
events to raise their awareness of different jobs.  Tell children that they may have a job that hasn’t even 
been thought of yet.  Why might this be? 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

Book ‘When I grow up’ or use the link 
Dressing up props for different careers. 
You may want a flip chart and pen if you want to write down the types of careers 
children mention or you could leave as a discussion point.  

September 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
4th October World Animal Day Marine Biologist NMA 

Marine Scientist 
What is world animal day?  Ask children for suggestions. 
Present children with facts about World Animal Day. Share some amazing animal facts.  Ask children if they 
have any fascinating animal facts to share.  Why is world animal day important? Share slide.  
Careers with animals- explain to children there are lots!  Can they name any?  Take suggestions 
Share video clip of marine biologist then marine scientist, this is just two of the jobs.  Ask children- what 
skills do you think you need to have these careers? 
At the end of the presentation are 5 videos about amazing animals- you can choose a few to share with 
the children (Octopus, hippo, Christmas crab, gentoo penguin, tarantula). 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/eyDn3COs9E73qgQ7Kn3N/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
4th-9th  October  World Space Week Astronaut  

Aerospace Engineer 
This assembly focuses on a brief history of space travel and the progress that has been made with recent 
developments in commercial space flights. An introduction to the assembly can be made using a text such 
as ‘The Boy’ by Oliver Jeffers or any short text about space. During the assembly, it is important to 
reinforce the purpose of space travel (research, exploration, technological advances etc). At the end of the 
presentation, there are interviews with two different aerospace engineers which include their route into 
the field and what they do in their day-to-day jobs. These interviews are roughly ten minutes long so only 
use one during your assembly.  
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/UrdbtNGpLheOUV6RnHE4/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
15th October Global Handwashing Day  Livewell Nurse 
This assembly focusses on the importance of handwashing and how it can help to prevent the spread of 
germs and diseases. This assembly also looks back on the history of handwashing and the real-world 
impact it has had in the field of medicine. Whilst going through this assembly it is important to ask children 
questions to reinforce their learning e.g. What do we have on our hands? What happens if we don’t wash 
our hands? What do we need to remember when we wash our hands? The assembly ends withs an 
interview with a medical professional, although it does not talk directly about handwashing it is important 
to discuss why the role would involve regular handwashing throughout the day.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

  Prezzi presentation: https://prezi.com/view/PiSxyiOkPxJmjtEekr9I/ 
 

October 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
1st-29th  November Career Development Month Nurse 
This assembly contains a wealth of information about becoming a nurse. It outlines the duties of a nurse 
and has interviews with a range of nurses in different areas of nursing such as being a military nurse or a 
forensic nurse. This presentation if filled with video content so it up to the person delivering the assembly 
to choose which to watch and which to skip. At the end of the presentation there is information regarding 
the paths to nursing including information around A Levels etc. As this is part of careers development 
month it is important to begin to talk about these qualifications and how they are needed for certain 
career paths.  
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/uDQE1d77FcnhUlBJVfFi/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
1st-29th  November Career Development Month Laboratory Assistant 
This assembly contains information regarding a career in being a Laboratory Assistant. It looks at the role, 
including an interview with a local laboratory assistant, how she got into the career and what her 
responsibilities are. Alongside this, the presentation looks at the skills needed for this line of work. Whilst 
presenting this assembly it is important to question children about things that are mentioned in the video 
and in the images to let them be inquisitive about a rarely seen role in the medical profession.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/f28IhdBv25GPOuCdheeV/ 
 

November 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
5th December World Soil Day Ground Investigation Engineer 
There are many books that could be used to introduce this assembly. Any book that contains reference to 
growing would make for a great introduction. This assembly focuses on the importance of soil to how we 
live. It covers a range of topics such as the role of soil alongside how pollutants can harm the soil that is 
needed for agriculture and farming. It is also important to focus on the importance of soil as an ecosystem 
within itself and that it contains a huge amount of life.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/LyrNYdandcRGeesUpFFR/ 
 

December 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
26th January World Environment Education Day Environmental Engineer 
World Environment Education Day is a two-pronged approach. It is not only about educating people about 
the environment but also about why it is everyone’s responsibility to educate others about the 
environment. The assembly focusses on both aspects. Throughout there are opportunities for children to 
share their own ideas and discuss what they already know about the environment. The conclusion of the 
interview is with an environmental engineer.  
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/BliZYG3C5BVimlDSJVRj/ 
 

January 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
9th February  Safer Internet Day Cyber Investigator 
This presentation could also be used in October for International Internet Day. This assembly could be 
introduced with a story such as Troll Stinks by Jeanne Willis & Tony Ross or PENGUINPIG by Stuart 
Spendlow & Amy Bradley. The assembly has been designed as a general look at internet safety and relies 
on children being a part of the assembly and sharing the knowledge they already have. It also aims to 
introduce children to jobs that they might not know exist such as Ethical Hacking and roles in 
Cybersecurity. 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/8PeB5L66kx09MU9P6Fom/ 
 
Supplementary materials provided by the UK Safer Internet Centre available on their 
website.  

Date National Event Career 
4th February World Cancer Day Doctor 
This assembly can be supported and introduced by different texts. A list of available texts that discuss 
cancer in a child friendly way can be found here. Whilst World Cancer Day is mainly a fundraising day to 
support a wide range of cancer charities this assembly also discuss some of the causes of cancer and ways 
to reduce the risk of some common cancers. It also looks at how people with lower incomes are at a 
greater risk of suffering from preventable cancers. The assembly ends with an interview with a medical 
professional. This video is about working in the field of medicine and not cancer specific.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

Book List (Google Search – 15 children’s books about cancer that address illness, loss & 
grief) 
Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/UUxqjtIrK9zOgVdaxFBV/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
5th February National Wear Red Day Nurse 
There is no specific text or story to introduce National Wear Red Day. The day itself is mainly a fundraising 
day for the Children’s Heart Surgery Fund, however this presentation looks to also educate children on 
what congenital heart disease is, some of the causes and how children are supported by medical 
professionals. It is important while delivering the assembly to reinforce the what role the heart plays in the 
human body and how children can help to keep their hearts healthy. The assembly concludes with an 
interview with a nurse. Note: This video is also included in the National Hygiene Week presentation.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/WlcmuZwl3d3yv1AOJfEo/ 
 

February 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
1-6th March National Careers Week Any 
This assembly is designed to get children thinking about their future careers and the range of options 
available to them. Throughout this assembly it is important to remind children that they don’t have to 
know what they want to do when they grow up but that they should always keep their mind open to 
learning new knowledge and skills. During the time when children are sharing what job they would like to 
do and talking about the knowledge and skills needed for their career encourage children to think beyond 
a basic answer and model back to them things they might not have even thought about. As an extension, 
children in KS2 could research a job role and look at how they might go about entering that career.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/1yZD7gEfy20XL7P8spy6/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
5-14 March British Science Week Engineering.  
This series of presentations for each year group will be available on www.plymouthsciencecic.co.uk closer 
to the time of British Science Week. It will consist of an assembly and individual presentations/lessons for 
each year group all within a theme.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 This will be uploaded on an annual basis before the event.  
This year we are focusing on growth and engineering.  
https://prezi.com/view/lPyi520hjjXdvdkXio77/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
22nd March World Water Day  
This assembly can be introduced with any text that has a focus on water such as Once Upon a Raindrop: 
The Story of Water by James Carter. World Water Day focuses on the sustainable management of fresh-
water resources. During this assembly, you will explore the importance of fresh water and the problems 
that the world faces currently and in the future of the delivery of fresh water to the people who need it. 
The assembly also looks at what can be done in order to preserve fresh water and reduce the amount used 
by people and industries. The assembly concludes with an interview with a Marine Technician, including 
how he got into the field and the roles and responsibilities of his job.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/h9wBjGQfDPmvE4W2ReLE/ 
 

March 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
7th April World Health Day Student Nurse 
The World Health Day assembly focusses mainly on the issue of health equity throughout the country and 
throughout the world. The assembly initially asks children to think of the ways in which they can stay 
healthy and provides some examples of this (including about mental health). Children can also suggest 
other ways in which they think that they can stay healthy. Following this, the assembly talks about how 
different types of inequality e.g. sociological, economical etc can affect peoples health and they might not 
be something people can change. The assembly ends with an interview with a student nurse.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/mLMRsMhedMWe28lEfFVP/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
5th May International Day of the 

Midwife  
Midwife 

This assembly focuses on the role of the midwife and all of the things that they do to help to safely bring 
new life into the world. Following this, it examines the skills that are needed in order to be a midwife and 
this is a big part of the assembly. It is important for the adult delivering to encourage children to think 
carefully about why they would need these skills in a day to day, busy environment whilst working with 
different colleagues and patients. A question is also asked about what could happen if there aren’t 
midwifes and it is up to the person delivering the assembly if this is an appropriate question to ask. The 
assembly concludes with an interview with a midwife.  
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation  https://prezi.com/view/Hz7RChSpX8m8dFxn1XNm/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
May 17th – June 
17th 

National Smile Month Dentist 

This assembly can be introduced by reading a story such as Open Wide: Tooth School Inside by Laurie 
Keller. The National Smile Month assembly focuses on children’s oral health and what they can do to 
maintain their oral health. Alongside this, it also shows the downside of poor oral health and the issues 
that this can lead to. There are plenty of opportunities to share their current knowledge of oral health and 
for teacher’s to clarify misconception that may arise. The assembly finishes with an interview with a 
dentist that goes into detail about the role.  
Resources you may 
need: 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/0IJaqs5I95rMHeaaniGt/ 
 

April 

May 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
8th June World Oceans Day Marine Biologist 
What is World Ocean Day? Share facts then video. (There are two to choose from). 
You could bring in some bits of plastics and explore how these can be damaging for our oceans- how can 
they effect the animals.  
Share with children a clip from a marine biologist- (they may have seen this clip before).  This also shows 
where some of our marine biologists can be found- NMA. 
Share with children the ocean pledge.  Save animals and save the oceans.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/mPjolf2shmMa3vkbO8HN/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
23rd June Women in Engineering Week Engineering (Aerospace Engineer) 
This assembly can be introduced through various texts such as Iggy Peck, Architect and Rosie Revere, 
Engineer by Andrea Beaty. This assembly celebrates women in prominent roles in engineering across the 
world and also exposes children to a range of different types of engineering. It also discusses the disparity 
in STEM industries between males and females, why this occurs and how it leaves people feeling. There 
are plenty of opportunities for children to share their ideas throughout the assembly. It concludes with an 
interview with an Aerospace Engineer.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/zWOSKnNKZswVs7IaTv1B/ 
 

June 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date National Event Career 
5-11 July National Hygiene Week Nurse 
National Hygiene week focuses on the little discussed issue of hygiene poverty. The assembly content is 
quite sensitive as children might be see themselves reflected in the examples given of people who are 
living in hygiene poverty so care should be taken. There is no text to introduce this assembly. Whilst 
presenting the assembly it is important to remind children that it is okay to be in a situation where you 
face hygiene poverty and that it is okay to ask for support. Ensure children have time to discuss the 
scenarios presented in the assembly and give them time to articulate their ideas.  The assembly ends with 
an interview with a nurse. Although this is not specific about hygiene you can talk to children about the 
role of a nurse and how they are a trusted person who could help if they are experiencing hygiene poverty 
or other issues.   
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/rKqwrLKuQCxKwWQo2TY3/ 
 

Date National Event Career 
25th July National Marine Week Marine Biologist 
This assembly can be introduced through any text relation to marine life e.g. The Rainbow Fish. As National 
Marine Week is a celebration of marine life the text does not have to relate to keeping pollution from 
water. This assembly is all about marine life including the great diversity that there is within the oceans, 
rivers and seas. This opportunity present a great opportunity to hear from children about their favourite 
marine wildlife and also to share with them the wonders of the ocean. The assembly ends with an 
interview with a marine biologist.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:  https://prezi.com/view/Bms6an9ikwxrgSzRsmyi/ 
Secondary:  https://prezi.com/view/xYbYuVuZWI9am6sSkq7O/ 
 

July 



 
Specialist Focus Presentations  

 

 

 

 

 

If you need any help or guidance with these presentations,  
please contact us by email at plymouthscienceteam@gmail.com 
 
For further careers guidance, contact:  
 
Plymouth Skills at: https://www.skillslaunchpadplym.co.uk/  

 Careers SW at https://cswgroup.co.uk/ 

 

  

Specialist Career Focus Audience  
Engineering Secondary 
This presentation can be used to introduced students to wide variety of careers that fall under the 
umbrella of engineering careers. Engineering UK reports have shown that the UK is already short of 
engineers and as the bulk of engineers retire in the next 10 years or so, the need for future engineers 
especially in electrical, software and mechanical engineering is going to become acute.  
This presentation is designed to stimulate ideas about the choices of engineering specialisms out there 
from sound engineers to ground engineers to marine engineers. The need for engineering technicians is 
often overlooked by schools and students, and deserved to be explored, as this is a route that some 
students can take, and eventually to become a chartered engineer.   
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation : https://prezi.com/view/HlbMXvxxPNIhRRLqdfy7 
  
 

Specialist Career Focus Audience 
Marine Secondary 
This presentation can be used to introduced students to wide variety of careers that fall under the 
umbrella of marine careers. Being an island, our country has always had an intimate working relationship 
with the sea, and as a result numerous careers have grown up in coastal towns and cities. Plymouth, 
Falmouth and Barnstable have a considerable need to young people considering marine focused careers.   
This presentation is designed to stimulate ideas about the options for somebody considering a marine 
based career. From engineers, fishermen and communicators to research scientists or coastal engineers 
and marine technicians; all these and many more are out there for those willing to seek an exciting career 
on, under or by the sea.  
 
Resources you 
may need: 
 
 

 Prezzi Presentation:   https://prezi.com/view/FQpDphZx3mLThhNOmZur 
  


